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Oakwood PTA Chair Report (Oct 2021 to Oct 2022) 
 

Events 
1. We had a strong year, surpassing our previous fundraising efforts, despite the beginning of the year still 

being impacted somewhat by pandemic restrictions. Our busiest time Christmas did well, exceeding 
previous records in the £2 Room thanks to enthusiastic organisation, and the Parents Xmas Party was its 
usual triumph – I was sorry to miss it myself due to Covid.  The adjustment to a Walking Fair seemed to 
suit our local community well, although the organisation was challenging with stalls spread out so far. 
Easter was a major turning point, where we were allowed back onto the school grounds, and starting to 
have access to some indoor space. We were very pleased to have OAKFEST back in July with a new 
organiser to revamp it and to round up the school year. We estimate that we had over 700 people join us 
for that event and the feedback was great all-round. 

2. The PTA ran over 30 events last year, from regular book, uniform and lolly sales, cinema nights, quizzes to 
our larger events at Christmas, Easter, and Summer. But we also encouraged new organisers to come 
forward with their own ideas, which led to a Karaoke Night, Sip & Paint art night, and Burns Night 
celebrations. We also had our first match funding event where Marie walked 100 miles and raised double 
the amount that the school community donated! Thankfully we were able to make use of that policy again 
this year for Oakwood Olympics – meaning a whopping extra £2,000 has been gained through her efforts 
over the last 10 months. 

Funding 
3. As we were able to roll forward the covid-era funds into last year’s pot we were fortunate to have over 

£15,000 to spend across our three pots last year. 

4. We were pleased to gain more Pot 2 requests over the year from teachers and noted a particular increase 
in requests from parents who volunteer in school, once they were able to get back in once restrictions 
lifted. It allowed them to see what was really needed in the classroom – which was great to feed that back 
to school too. 

5. When reviewing funding forms for Pot 2 we are now able to record and look back at what type of 
curriculum activity and across which Key Stages we have spent against to aim for a fair balance to all 
areas. We also report back on why funds were not allocated and encourage them to try again next term if 
we think relevant. 

Future 
6. Now that Ms Buckley has reduced her school hours, she requested that we liaise with Mrs Thompson, 

Deputy Head. Having met with Mrs Thompson last month we see a lot of positives in this new relationship 
including her enthusiasm for more involvement with children’s PTA events and discussed some of the 
schools aims like supporting and strengthening the new Little Wandle Phonics Program across the school, 
and increased use of the Learning Garden by all year groups. 

7. We have also raised the request for each classroom to create an Amazon Wishlist as a direct way of 
supporting your child’s class in a speedier way. Last year we had several requests for learning games or 
crafts etc – and we suggested that if there was a list available then people can choose to donate directly if 
they are able. Plus, if the PTA have Pot 2 funds left over each term, they could support this as well. 

8. With a significant number of new teachers this year we supplied a new poster to outline the funding we 
give (both Pot 2 and the annual contributions) which was well received. 
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9. With another ambitious list of events for the coming 22/23 school year, we hope to grow the pool of PTA 
members who have confidence in running an event even more, so we can share the responsibility and joy 
that comes with a successful fundraising event for Oakwood School! 

Clare Seldon 

18th October 2022 

 
Appendix 
2021-2022 spend 
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New teachers guide 
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