
 
 
 
 
 
 
        FRIENDS OF BINFIELD SCHOOL 
         REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER 1079512 

MINUTES OF FOBS MEETING - THURSDAY 9TH MARCH 2017 
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Becky Tipper   Claire Turner  Lou Slocombe 
Claire Thomas   Kate Hayes   Sarah Naxton 
Purveen Hira   Jo Maher   Hayley Hammond  
Jackie Rawes   Kirsty Sizeland  Rachel Norris 
Julie Nixon    Alex Bartlam 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Darren Williams    Andy Moorcroft  James Foster 
Jenny Spender   Anna Woozley  Neil Fenn 
Kelly Howes   Emma Pike   Clare Radford 
Polly Phillips   Karen Williams 
   
MINUTES OF THE LAST COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
Minutes were reviewed and accepted as a true representation of proceedings. 
 
PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
 
Lou Slocombe once again passed on a big thank you to FOBS from Suzie and all 
of the teaching staff for all of their continued hard work.  
 
An update was given on the new staging for the school hall, that is now in the 
process of being ordered by Lynne Moore. 
 
The school are moving away from Bracknell Forest Council for their technical 
support and their new supplier will be able to offer more advice on the IT 
equipment that the school wish FOBS to fundraise for. Further updates on this will 
be given. 
 
Finally, Lou thanked FOBS for their support in Science week last term and 
reported that it was a huge success and how the children gained so much from it.  
 



TREASURER'S REPORT 

Treasurer's Report FOBS Meeting  9th March 
  

      

 
Bank balance at 28-Feb 25,034.49 Main 

 

  
28-Feb 2,768.09 10k run 

 

 
Petty cash on hand 28-Feb £2,370 

  

  
Available funds £30,172 

  

      

      

   
Allowed Spent 

 

 
Commitments Xmas Week 

 
£843 £30 per class plus xmas lunch costs 

  
Teachers Floats £893 £607 £100 per class 

  
Bank charges £180 £180 

 

  
Sports Week Summer Term £950 

  

  
Enrichment Week Spring Term £582 £368 spent to date - £368 

  
Enrichment Week Autumn Term (LifeBus) 

 
£1,132 

 

  
Contribution to Year 6 leavers £300 

  

  
Playground Equipment - TBA £2,887 

 
likely to be spent on basketball hoops 

  
PTA Website 

  
no cost now - no option to pay 

  
Year 6 leavers pens £350 

 
for 375 pens 

  
Hall staging 

  
to be agreed 

  
Dyson fans / heaters £3,990 

  

  
BOLE £700 

 
to be agreed 

      

  
Committed to Date £10,832 

  

      

   
£19,341 

  

      

 
Events since last meeting 

   

      

 
Quiz Night Income (Ticket Sales) £1,014 

  

 

(not included 
above) Income (on the night sales) £1,512 

  

  
Costs £896 

  

  
Net Profit £1,629 

 
Last year £745 

            

 
Paypal balance 28-Feb 7,466.00 

 
£222 Pamper & Prosecco, remainder 10k run 

BINFIELD 10K  
Race entries (to date)  £8261 
Sponsorship                   £3525 
Total                             £11,786 
 
Cost (estimate)            £7,200 
Net profit                     £4,588 
 
(Cost estimate includes Traffic Management, Registration website, Chip Timing, Toilet Hire, 1st Aid donation, Signage, Start / Finish, Race Clock, 
Water Stations) 



CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 
 
Microphones/Staging - Being ordered by Lynne Moore. 
 
IT equipment - Darren is still waiting on the final details for the requirements on 
the new IT equipment that Suzie has asked FOBS to fundraise for. The school are 
currently switching technical support suppliers. (ONGOING) 
 
Sports equipment - Hannah Ridnell is placing an order for the sports equipment 
agreed at the last meeting and Darren will be placing an order for the basketball 
hoops and storage containers by the end of this month. 

BOLE - A huge thank you to all of the volunteers for their hard work last week at 
the BOLE tidy up, despite the rain! 'Bring a brick day' has been announced for the 
17th March, which will help improve the bug hotel that has been built and Darren 
will be coming in on the 18th March to carry out some more manual work. A date 
for an open afternoon next term will be agreed at the next FOBS meeting. 

Heating - Darren will be placing an order for 10 Dyson fans by the end of this 
month. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Plaque - The plaque for the BOLE is on its way! This should be in place ready for 
the parent open afternoons in the BOLE next term.                                                    
          Action - Kelly Howes 

Junior/Infant disco - Julie and Claire will be running their last Junior disco in 
the summer term and so Polly has offered to shadow them. Kirsty and Polly will 
then take over the Junior discos from September and Jackie and Claire will run 
the Infant discos. 

Action - Kirsty Sizeland/Polly Phillips/Jackie Rawes/Claire Turner 
 
BOLE - A budget of £1k was voted for and agreed to as a contribution to which 
FOBS will make to the BOLE for the year. 
Kate raised that there was a company that she had found 'Learning though 
Landscapes' that offer grants of up to £500 to schools for outdoor learning 
environments. She has passed all of the relevant details on to Miss Reynolds as 
the application must come from the school. 
Jackie raised that Sygenta offer a scheme where seeds and garden vouchers are 
offered. She has passed all of the relevant details on to Miss Hughes as this 
application also has to come from the school.   
Alex raised that there is a grant for up to £4k that can be applied for through 
'Ground work' for projects such as the BOLE. More research to be done in to this. 

Action - Alex Bartlam 
 



Constitution - Sarah Naxton and Katie Dover are in the process of looking at the 
current constitution in order to make any necessary changes. (ONGOING) 

Action - Darren Williams/Sarah Naxton/Katie Dover 
 
Pictures - All FOBS members to upload a picture of themselves on to the website.  
It was raised that as general members are only voted in once a year at the AGM, 
they are therefore only added to the website once a year, so it seems to be fairly 
out of date already since the update made last July. It was voted and agreed that 
new members would be added to the general members list on the FOBS website 
now rather than waiting until the AGM. 

Action - Claire Thomas/Kate Hayes 
 

FOBS emails - A communication to be sent out to the team@fobs email address 
to check with all that currently receive the emails if they still want to. 

Action - Claire Turner 
 
Gazebos  - Quotes approved for the new gazebos, that were discussed and 
agreed last year,  Becky to order in time for the Summer fete. (2 x 3/3m and 1 x 
3/6m inc. sides) 

Action - Becky Tipper 
 
 
SUB-COMMITTEE DETAILS 
 
Binfield 10K - Runners are currently at 520 (with a maximum of 600 spaces) so 
a huge amount of Marshalls and other volunteers are required for this event to 
run successfully. Please sign up to help wherever you can by emailing -
volunteer@binfield10k.co.uk 
There are 9 sponsors signed up and the chip timing and certificates for every 
runner have been confirmed. 
The question was asked about if the creche was going to be provided again as 
this would be of great help to parents who want to run/volunteer, more 
information to follow.  
It was discussed as to what stall FOBS wanted to run and it was decided that we 
would go for the sweets stall.         
         Action - Karen Williams 
 
Pamper evening - Tickets are now on sale for this event. The license has been 
applied for. Any help would be very much appreciated, please sign up to volunteer 
online. 15 selling/treatment stalls have been confirmed so far, all of which have 
donated a raffle prize. Raffle tickets will be on sale before the event at the school 
gates at pick up on certain days over the next couple of weeks. £1 a ticket. 
Jo enquired if it was possible to buy some large lengths of Toile to be draped from 
the ceiling in the hall and down the walls at each end in order to make it look 
nicer and create a more cosy atmosphere. It was decided however that we would 
wait to see how the event takes off before any money from the profits is spent 



out. This could be something to do next year if the event is well supported this 
year.  
Jo to request a Parentmail be sent out as a final reminder for more volunteers 
/tickets sales etc. 

Action - Jo Maher 
 
Summer Fete - The first sub-committee meeting for the Summer fete will be on 
Thursday 16th March at 8pm in The Vic, all very welcome. 
If you are not able to make it, please send any suggestions/ideas to Claire Turner 
beforehand.  

Action - Becky Tipper 
 
 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Adventure trail - A timetable is now in place and staff have been asked to 
ensure that it is adhered to. An additional member of staff has also been added to 
the playtime rota so that the equipment can be used as much as possible and to 
ensure that the children play safely on it. 

Action - Becky Tipper 
 

Fireworks display - The Cricket club/football club/Foxley fields to be approached 
for possible venues for September/October 2017. More research to be done in to 
this.          Action - Purveen Hira 

 
Recipe book - It was raised that this would be a great project to do again 
throughout the school and that it could also potentially coincide with the School's 
30th birthday next year. Old students could also get involved with recipes/photos. 

Action - Claire Turner 
  
Donation - Anna very kindly reminded FOBS that it was time for her next 
donation from Vodafone to be made, she just needs a letter from FOBS. 

Action - Darren Williams 
 

Paypal - Jenny raised that a conference call needed to be set up with Paypal with 
herself/Julie/Darren in order to change the level of data available and the details 
on the account. It was also discussed though about the option of transferring over 
to Stripe and what benefits that this would bring. The Trustees also need updating 
with the Charities Commission. (Date/Time - TBC) 

Action - Jenny Spender/Julie Nixon/Darren Williams 
 
Trustees - Becky raised that the Trustees on the Charities commission need to 
be updated. 

Action - Julie Nixon 
 
 



Lights - Becky to ask the school if dimmer switches can be fitted to the school 
hall lights. 

Action  - Becky Tipper 
 

Bank signatures - Julie raised that she has been trying to get a signature from 
Andy Moores in order to get his name removed on the Santander account. Becky 
to chase. 

Action - Becky Tipper 
 
Reading Football Club - Simon Butler (Year 3 parent) is looking into offering 
FOBS gaining money from ticket sales promoted for Reading FC (ONGOING.) 

      Action - Darren Williams/Simon Butler 
 
Golf day - Joe Pegg (Year R parent) had suggested organising a golf day as a 
way of raising funds for FOBS (ONGOING.)   Action - Joe Pegg 

 
Dinner dance fundraiser - The Football club/Foxley fields are currently being 
looked at for this event, with a potential date in 2018. (ONGOING.) 

Action - Alex Bartlam/Polly Phillips/Sarah Naxton 
 
Camping - Suzie has provided Darren with a list of all the challenges that are 
faced when organised an event of this nature on School grounds. These will be 
looked at and discussed at the next meeting. Rachel to email Darren some further 
info that she has on events of this nature. (ONGOING.) 

Action - Darren Williams/Rachel Norris 
 
Movie night - It was brought up about the logistics of holding a movie night on 
the School grounds as a fundraising event. Whether without a PRS license we 
would be allowed to charge for entry to watch the film or if we could simply ask 
for donations, but then charge for popcorn/bar etc. 
Anna has provided Darren with some research from a similar event and Martin 
volunteered to take this over to see if we can get any closer to making this a 
viable event. (ONGOING) 

Action - Martin Alway/Darren Williams 
 
Calendars - It was suggested that calendars should be done again this year at 
Christmas and that we could have pictures of the children in the month of their 
birthdays this time and for them to be done on a family calendar layout. 

Action - Gary Glover/Anna Woozley/Sarah Naxton 
 

Rockie Ockie - Kelly discussed the possibility of the next family event being a 
band/karaoke night. A band called the Rockie Ockie has done this at another 
school and it was a huge success. More information to be brought to the next 
meeting. (ONGOING) 

Action - Kelly Howes 
 



New events - Jo raised that she felt any new members should gain the 
experience of running existing FOBS events from current members for guidance, 
prior to taking on an event of their own or new event. This, with the event 
procedure that Becky is putting together will ensure all processes are met as 
there is alot more involved than she first thought. 
 
 
 
EVENT DATES 
 
25th March 2017 - Pamper evening 
28th March 2017 - Uniform sale 
20th April 2017 - FOBS meeting 
16th May 2017 - FOBS meeting 
18th May 2017 - Uniform sale 
21st May 2017 - Binfield 10k 
9th June 2017 - Junior disco 
14th June 2017 - FOBS meeting 
16th June 2017 - Infant disco 
1st July 2017 - Summer fete 
12th July 2017 - FOBS AGM 
 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 20th April at 7.30pm in the main hall. 
All are very welcome. 


