
Minutes of the FOBG Committee Meeting 

Tuesday 5 March 2019, 8pm, Staff Room 

Attendees 

Jo Whelan (Chair), Charlotte Edgar (Governor), Mr Birch (Staff), Debs Poulter, Cath Harrop, Ali Richardson, Elisse 

Thompson, Lara Ward, Annabell Seevaratnam, Jazs Sahota, Uliana Khvorostyanova, Stephanie Papoutes, Katherine 

Harris (minutes)  

 Agenda item  Action 

1. Apologies for absence 

Lyndsey Duncan. 

 

 

2. Approval of last minutes and matters arising 

The minutes of the last meeting were approved. 

All were in favour of purchasing one 14 x 11 foot shed to replace the existing small FOBG shed.  

As many tables and chairs as possible will be relocated from the school hall to one side of the 

new shed.  Mr Birch confirmed that the shed will be kept securely locked.  Katherine will liaise 

with Dany re purchase of the shed.  There was discussion about FOBG purchasing folding tables 

to replace the existing stackable tables.  This will be revisited at the next meeting. 

All agreed that Dany should be asked to build seats around two trees at the front of school as 

soon as is convenient to him. 

Cath Harrop and Katherine Harris explained that work on parental shelters at the front of school 

has been delayed as Merton Council have requested planning permission applications and 

arboricultural reports.  Cath will find out if anyone in the parent community is able to help/advise 

on this.  

 

 

 

 

Katherine Harris 

 

 

Katherine Harris 

 

 

Cath Harrop 

3. Finance report (Debs Poulter) 

There is currently approximately £46,000 in the FOBG bank account.  After ring-fencing of 

£14,000 this leaves approximately £32,000.   

Debs will ring-fence an additional £3,000 for tree seating at the front of school, the new shed and 

the potential purchase of new tables. 

Money recently received includes: 

- £204 from Bag2School 

- £70 one-off payment from PayPal 

- £450 from Riverford (Debs will check that this has been received) 

Money going out includes: 

- £475 to Mabale 

- £300 to cover platform fees to PTA-Events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Debs Poulter 

4. Governor/Staff Update (Charlotte Edgar & Mr Birch) 

Charlotte advised that Stagecoach are unwilling to rearrange classroom furniture after school 

Fairs and have indicated that they will need to hire someone to do that.  Charlotte will discuss 

amending the contract for the relevant weekends to cover costs. 

Charlotte has met with Sally Le Marquand who is enjoying her role as Librarian.  Contracted 

hours are currently being exceeded and Charlotte confirmed that this will be monitored.  Sally 

has introduced several new initiatives such as a reading with dad's scheme and opening the 

library after school on two days per week.  All agreed to fund a one-off cost of £595 to implement 

an upgraded software system in the library.  The upgrade will enable children to access audio 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



and e-books from home.  Debs will speak to Sally regarding the library budget. 

Mr Birch confirmed that several staff members will be attending the Bingo & Curry Night.   

Mr Birch gave details of a fundraising initiative, led by Miss Newman, to take place in Art Week 

(w/c 20 May).  In class each child will create a work of art which will then be framed by a 

volunteer group of parents, exhibited after school and offered for sale at £10.  FOBG offered to 

provide refreshments at the exhibition.  There was discussion about splitting the exhibition into 

two events - KS1 and KS2.  This may avoid any wasted costs on unsold frames. 

Mr Birch has booked for Years 1 to 6 to attend the Cinderella pantomime at the New Wimbledon 

Theatre in December.  Mr Birch has negotiated a fee of £11 per child to include an interval ice 

cream and packed lunch.  Mr Birch thanked FOBG for subsidising this event and the New 

Wimbledon Theatre for their generosity. 

Debs Poulter 

5. Update on Gift Aid claims (Debs Poulter) 

Peter Lowery intends to submit our Gift Aid claims before the end of this tax year.  Debs 

estimates that we should receive approximately £1,000 in Gift Aid.   Consideration needs to be 

given for future events as to how we capture the required information.  

 

 

 

6. Bingo Night, 15 March (Cath Harrop & Lara Ward) 

40 tickets have been sold so far.  Catering is currently booked for 100 people.   

The following volunteered to help 

- set up from 3.30pm - Debs Poulter, Cath Harrop, Jo Whelan, Annabell Seevaratnam and 

Katherine Harris. 

- clearing up afterwards - Uliana Khvorostyanova, Debs Poulter, Jo Whelan, Lara Ward and 

Katherine Harris 

Jo Whelan will order alcohol and ice from Majestic.  Cath will buy sparkling water. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jo Whelan 

Cath Harrop 

7. Spring Term fundraising ideas 

As Staff have plans for a children's fundraising event during the Summer Term all agreed that 

there is no need for FOBG to organise an event in the current term.  

 

 

8. Summer Fair, 18 May (Ali Richardson) 

The theme of the fair will be 'Beside the Seaside'.  The main attractions will be a bouncy castle 

and bookable sessions with 'Mad Science'.  Tickets for the sessions will be presold on PTA-

Events at £4 per child/adult.   

The day before the Fair will be a Mufti Day when children will be asked to bring in a treat filled 

tube/kitchen roll decorated to look like a stick of rock.  A team of teachers will sell the Mufti rock 

at the Fair.  Mr Birch will ask Staff to provide a photo of themselves as a baby for a 'Guess the 

Teacher' competition. 

Ali will arrange for a Summer Fair ParentMail to be circulated  shortly.  

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Birch 

 

Ali Richardson 

9. Date for the Winter Fair 

The Winter Fair will be held on Saturday 30 November from 12-3pm.   

A summer social event will be held on the evening of Friday 14  June. 

 

 

 

 

10. Wimbledon & Putney Commons leaflet (Jazs Sahota) 

Jazs is working on a pictionary style book in conjunction with Wimbledon & Putney Commons 

which could raise funds for FOBG through sponsorship.  The book will contain Camilla Charnock 

illustrations of dogs and trees which children can hunt for when walking on the Commons.  It is 

hoped that the Commons Rangers would visit the school to educate the children on the 

 

 

 

 



Commons.  The book would be free but would raise funds via sponsorship - Jazs has liaised with 

Handelsbanken and wondered if Hamptons would be interested.  Jo and Cath will contact 

Hamptons. 

Jo Whelan & Cath 

Harrop 

11. Possible charity replacement for Mabale (Cath Harrop) 

There was general discussion about what our charity preferences should be such as type of 

work, location, size of charity etc.  All agreed that our charitable donations should be split 

between a local or UK based charity and a charity helping those overseas.  So that Summer Fair 

communications can be circulated asap all agreed that money raised from the sale of the Mufti 

Day rock will be split equally between Blue Dragon and Wimbledon Foodbank.   

Annabell Seevaratnam will investigate the Magic Breakfast charity to see if it may be appropriate 

for us to support in rotation with Wimbledon Foodbank.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annabell Seevaratnam 

12. Match Funding (Cath Harrop) 

It was noted that we are missing out on contributions via this scheme.  Debs will produce a 

ParentMail.  

 

 

Debs Poulter 

13. Any other business 

- Christmas card scheme and Bag2School - these initiatives are currently organised by Lara 

Ward.  Lara will be leaving the school in September and so volunteers are needed to take these 

on.   

- Bag2School - the next collection will be at drop off on Friday 29 March. 

- Second-hand uniform - a sale will be organised once the cupboards have been built in the new 

Cafe. 

- Retractable seating in the hall - Stephanie Papoutes provided details of two companies who 

supply retractable seating and wondered if this may be possible for the school hall.  The 

approximate cost would be £20,000.   All agreed that this would be a great improvement 

but would need to be considered alongside the school's long term plan for the hall. 

 

 

 

14.   Date of next meeting 

The next meeting will be held at 8pm, in the Staff Room, on Tuesday 30 April 2019.  All 

parents are welcome to attend. 

 

 


